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7ear of 1789 and at the time the members comnosingz
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the cechurch wer
John [.clieel

Llartha Liclleel

James Lewis

itebecca Lewis

alexander waddell & wife
Charles iiinnison

Jacob Ilinnison

lirs, James Srinanell
John Switzar & wife
richard Hill

lancy Hill

aAbraham [ .cNesl & wife
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yvlace of worship. Lils cabln was called the ‘hite Pole
1T C in all probabllity was the first church créﬂted'

of the ullesgheny lountains. It was built of very small

and the logs were peeled which gave the church %he appear-
- r -
y I e -i 2 I l iy ."-"‘.' it ¢ H T - i P
¢ being built of white poles and so, the meme "Wil.ite Pole'.
h was located in a part of what is now the

situated on & hill overlooking the ancestral

1 ' = ‘mavavaTrd
Leclieel Graveyard,

home, and on the farm now belonzging to Dr. John liclieel. This

land has been in the posession of a John McNeel ever since 17865.

This Cemetery was started when lartha Mclieel, wife of

John ricweel, dug the grave and buried her child, perhaps with

the aid of a negro servant, while John lMclieel was at the battle

of Point Pleasant in the year 1774. John kicieel died in

1825 at the aze of eighty years, and was buried in the LicNeel

Graveyard. The grave is marked by a sgndstone carved ifrom

the native hills and engraved by John Bruffey, a neighbor.

The White Pole liethodist Episcopal Church, after some

years, became too small and %00 inaccessible and the lieth-

odist church was moved into the town of Hillsboro.

Information: Hardesty's Zncyclopedia

Mrs. Hella F. Yeager

mp. T, 5. Mclieel
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lure 1o U. Moloel tells me that the real name of the

ohiite role vhurch was lount Taber as you cen see by the deed.
Zowever 1t has always been known by the neme "ahite role Church®.
This church or meeting house was built some time before the
deed was nade and was now too small for the number who wor-
shiped t.ere. Qhe people were contempleting a new church

and so Join and martha lleWeel gave the land as a loestion

for a new l.ethodist spisvopal Church. The location was

very inucoes;ihle and when John Jordan, son-in-law- of John
lMelieel, offered some land in a better location for the church
this wuas decided upon as the site for the new ehurch., all
denoninations worshiped at the white Pole Church. It was
more of a lleeting llouse but this was the beginning of the -
liethodist organization in the Hillsboro Community and the f&&sﬁ;n
in Pocahontas County. -_

45 I have said before John Jordan gave one acre of

“his land was located about two miles

land for the church,

east of llillsboro on the old road leading to

act date that this church was used is 1

=™

recorded in the Clerk's offi
Frou John Jordan and L

drew wdaiston, John Gx

1411, lathaniel Linn

Church, one ucre
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e rules and diseipline winigh Tron time to tine way bve soreed
inisters ang Dreachers of the suid

ghurch or by the annual vonference,
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gpon und adested hy the

<0 accordins to this desd th
fothe way the deed rsads it sounds =8
the buildianz vwhich was used for a church was already

on the land, bul iir. riciesl Sayd that there was a building
' puilt for a church in which to worship, <this churech burned

and is now known by evsryone as the "ULd Burned Church" .

ir, Jozes Jordan, a gregt grand scn of the John Jordun

. . _ Y- 14

iho pave the land for the Lld Burned Church, is eighty-three _
2 : LAy R e

years old. e 1told ne that a men named John Casebolt, who .

hal a little store on Locust Ureek, went to this church. 1t

seeus .ot be hud core kind of a disagreement with some men-

bers of the congrezation. .e zave a nezro men a fur hat to
burn the church. Casebolt diseppeared we
3 .- 3 IL -

never returned to this communityes

this was a fact.

“r, Jordan said tHGENE
renember was a circuit rid
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built was ;iven by wathuniel Idnnison,

e deed: Jun 15, 1833 from sathoniel Hinaison to S,

Israel I. valliwon, Kichard Hill) James Laniston, Geo. e rj
il
aitlss, Thomes sorrison, Lb, whiting, J, . Ruelmasn, S. aule i
e 1
dridse, und . w. Zuekman, Lrs, - one acre neas e villege et’
dillsboro udjoining parsoncze lot belon;ing to the k., Z. ."ii.‘—
church, to erect a place of worship for the use of riembers e '
of the liethodist apiscopel Churceh. ".':'.'i_.:

Mhis chureh, .esley Chapel, situated on the hill beside

the purwoncse was used for many years. Lut towerd e end of
nineteenth century the conzreszation bezen to look for & 1

upon which they mizht build a larges, more tiodern huil

»hwns the uenbers wWio xﬂorshlped at tﬁq&a £i
churches were:

william Surgzess

willisn and Wancy Kinn

Junes and :ebscca Lew:

wuruel end ..suasa;n.l;--f '

abrahcm HFill

John Gr imes

Fark Iinn

William =
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Joseph vnd lattie Beard
Joel and Mdebecca Hill
thomas and annie 1§11
Georze and Nanocy Hill
wasiington and lisrzaret Eill
John and _lizabeth Blaip
Aichard and Lydia lMelieel
capt. wMe L. & Marzaret ilcliesl
Jacob and Liriam Mclieel
Isaac and lancy lLiceel
John 5, and kary . lioore
Jares and Llizabeth Burnside
John L. and hary J. Einnison
pavid C..aand +ebecca Linnison i “'Q 'EH}

John and Cynthia Jordan

" James and Fannie Jordean
James and Nancy Hultz

George and ilaura curry

David and Susan lLieCa

¥1lis and wally E{ill

Richard Hill =nd

Burke Hill

gosiah and I
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‘LES- Lilly 3rown

James He. wellord

larcaret Burnside weiforg
Deemie Burnsides

Lidriam Burnside
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InTormation: Iiss ulce onith ] iy

iirs Yeorge Clendene 5,
Reve Leonat Shires
Ilir. James Jordan
wrs. vella Yeaser
lirs, James L.arShall-
My o0 Toium® Liclleel
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The First Church in Pocahontas Coungy
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White Pole Church

This church was built by John mMcleel, the first permanent

settler in the county, to show his gratitude to God for sll

§ providential care, after all his wanderings snd fears to
permit him to find such = Pleasant, wealthy place in which to
live. 1t was dedicated, "To the worship of the Builder of the
Universes 1t is one of the very first churches to be built

weet of the Allegheneys. It ie seid that Bishop Asbury, the

great Apostle of Methodism was the first minister who visitea
the LittlexLevels as early as 1789, and thet he preached in

the little White Pole Church. The tradition is doubtless

true, for it is substemtiated by general records of the

churchs 1t appears that the first organization was perfected

here in 1789, snd at that time the members composing the

church were: John licNeel, lMsrtha Mclicel, Jemes lLevie esnd wife
Alexander Weddell end wife, Charles Kennison, Jacob Kennison,

lUrs. James Brinnell, John Switzer and wife, sichsrd Hill,

Nancy Hill, and Abrsham McNeel &nd wife.

The deep hold that Methodiem held in the Little Levele
for a hundred yeers or more can be explained vhen I say that the
men and woman who built the White Pole Church leid the foundstion
of the Methodist Church in Pocshontas County.

llartha Davis Mcleel, wife of John licleel brought with her

to her nev home in the Little lLevels, s part of her dovry, a Bitle




